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PLEASE CALL

MISSISSIPPI

CREMATION SOCIETY.

If this is the way you feel, be sure you
make your wishes known.

Call to take care of all the paperwork,
so there won’t be any questions later.

“When my time
comes, I want

things simple...”

662-724-4200

At Need Package: $995
Ask us about our pre-need package

Cremation Society

$1195

Stephanie Diane 
Dorroh Ashley
Eupora

and Acquinity over various types of unauthorized
charges that appeared on AT&T customers’ phone
bills. The $88 million in refunds will be issued in the
form of bill credits and, in some cases, checks. Re-
funds will be sent out over the next 75 days and will
average about $31, according to an FTC news release.

The refunds represent the most money ever re-
turned to consumers in a mobile cramming case, the
agency noted. “AT&T received a high volume of com-
plaints related to mobile cramming prior to the FTC
and other federal and state agencies stepping in on
consumers’ behalf,” said FTC Chairwoman Edith
Ramirez. “I am pleased that consumers are now being
refunded their money and that AT&T has changed its
mobile billing practices.”

The FTC charged that AT&T had kept at least 35
percent of the money gained from the unauthorized
charges on customers’ phone bills, which averaged
$9.99 per month. Under the settlement, which in-
volved all 50 states and the District of Columbia as
well as the Federal Communications Commission,
AT&T will notify current customers who were billed
for unauthorized third-party charges of the refund
program and has agreed to “significantly change” its
process for third-party billing.

If you’re due a refund, you should have been noti-
fied by Epiq Systems, the refund administrator for
the refund program. The FTC reports that checks and
bill credits began Dec. 8. 

Most experts agree the best way to stop unautho-
rized charges is to read your phone bill thoroughly.
Cell service providers — as well as land-line provid-
ers — are required to provide you with a clear and
understandable phone bill that details all the charges.
It’s a good idea to take a good look through the bill to
make sure you know exactly what you’re being
charged, and for what. If you see anything you didn’t
authorize, call your provider immediately to dispute
it or seek further information. 

One caveat: Don’t assume just because you don’t
recognize the name of the company, that it’s not legiti-
mate. Many companies use the name of a corporate

parent company or doing-business-as (DBA) name to
charge you for things you actually did order. For ex-
ample, if you text a donation code to your favorite
charity, the charge might not say the name of the
charity to which you donated because they’re using a
third-party service to collect the funds. So you might
want to get into the habit of jotting down the date,
time and amount of things you ordered, so you can
verify it when the bill comes. 

If you do file a dispute, be sure to write down the
person you spoke with, the date and time, any prom-
ised actions and confirmation numbers. That way, you
can go back later to make sure the company followed
up on its promises. If you have any questions about
the refund process, you can call the FTC consumer
redress hotline at 1-877-819-9692.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsumer@gmail.com.
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knocked down all over the place,” Barwick said.
Greenwood historian Donny Whitehead said the

cemetery could be the victim of vandals, time or mow-
ing equipment. Once it was closed, residents began us-
ing the Odd Fellows Cemetery in another part of town.

Greenwood Cemetery continued to be a source of
concern long after it was closed. An article from the
Nov. 5, 1936, issue of the Greenwood Commonwealth

decried the cemetery’s condition at that time.
“The founders of the city of Greenwood lie buried

there — men and women who sacrificed much and
toiled unceasingly to carve a habitation for themselves
and their descendants out of the wilderness,” the article
read. “The names of these men and women, whose
deeds are inseparably woven into the early history of
Greenwood, should be preserved and enshrined in the
memory of Greenwood citizens today. Instead, many of
them are almost obliterated by time and weather on
crumbling marble headstones. Their graves are over-
run with brambles and vines, and they lie forgotten by
the community, to their building of which they dedicat-
ed their lives.”
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A member of the Aryan Brotherhood of Mis-
sissippi gang was sentenced to life in prison for
numerous charges including murder, kidnapping
and drug charges.

Eric Glenn Parker, 36, of Forrest County was
sentenced Friday to serve life in prison by U.S.
District Judge Glen H. Davidson of the Northern
District of Mississippi, according to the U.S. At-
torney General's Office, Northern District of
Mississippi. 

Parker was found guilty by a federal jury of
engaging in a racketeering conspiracy, murder
and methamphetamine distribution on April 13. 

The ABM is the Mississippi-centered branch
of the Aryan Brotherhood, a violent, “whites
only,” prison-based gang with members and asso-
ciates operating inside and outside of state penal
institutions, according to a release issued by the
U.S. Attorney's Office. The ABM is engaged in
racketeering activities, including murder, at-
tempted murder, kidnapping, assault, money
laundering, firearms trafficking and trafficking
in marijuana and methamphetamine, both inside
and outside correctional facilities, the release
stated. 

According to evidence presented at trial,
ABM leaders ordered other gang members to
lure an individual to an ABM house so that they
could murder him for an unpaid drug debt. ABM
gang members kidnapped the victim, beat him
severely, and delivered him to Parker. Parker,
along with Frank George Owens Jr., his co-defen-
dant at trial, beat the victim to death and deliv-
ered the body to a co-defendant, who burned the
victim’s body for days in order to incinerate it,
the release stated. 

In addition, the U.S. Attorney's Office stated
Parker dealt methamphetamine on behalf of the
ABM, which garnered him a leadership position
in the gang.

According to the release, Parker's sentencing
marks the culmination of a 21⁄2-year investigation
into and prosecution of the ABM, which resulted
in the conviction of 42 members and associates of
the gang.

Owens, 44, of D’Iberville, was convicted along
with Parker of engaging in a racketeering con-
spiracy, murder and conspiracy to possess with
intent to distribute at least 500 grams of metham-
phetamine.

Owens was sentenced Nov. 2 to life in prison
and 120 months for attempted murder.

Aryan
Brotherhood
member gets
life sentence
Charges included murder,
kidnapping and drugs
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er Learning halted the project. In an October board
meeting, overwhelmed by JSU's financial woes, IHL of-
ficials declined to hear JSU's request to enter a contract
to build the dorm, suggesting it should focus on getting
its books in order.

"We don't know the reason why because this deal
does not affect Jackson State's cash balance. It has
nothing to do with Jackson State's cash balance," Horhn
said. "It's been crafted in such a way where private de-
velopers would come in and do long-term leases on this
property as well as some existing dormitories."

Horhn urged IHL to get the ball rolling. The commis-
sioner's office did not return several calls from The
Clarion-Ledger, but emailed a statement from Glenn
Boyce, commissioner of Higher Education, that said
IHL understands the community's concerns and is
"confident that the JSU Foundation, working with the
university, the city of Jackson and others in the commu-
nity, will address the situation."

"We need to take our students out of these motels and
hotels where they have to be transported back and forth
to the campus and put a development into the ground,
on this ground where we stand today," Horhn said at a
Working Together Jackson meeting Friday morning
just off Poindexter Street, surrounded by dilapidated
structures.

The community, including members of surrounding
churches, just want the blight gone. It is asking the JSU
Foundation, which owns the properties, to find an esti-
mated $200,000 for demolition and turn it into a green
space while the university waits to develop the area. 

Members of the nearby St. Mark's Episcopal Church
have complained about an increase in illegal activity in
the area due to the roughly 20 to 25 abandoned homes,
which includes an old apartment complex. 

On the opposite end of the block from St. Mark's is
the university's baseball field, which hosts games as
well as football practice.

"Those of us who live and work in inner cities know
abandoned houses are not abandoned," said the Rev. Lu-
ther Ott of St. Mark's. "There's going to be somebody, if
the walls are up and there's a roof on it, who's going to be
in there. And they're going to be doing things that are
dangerous for our community. It's only a matter of time
until we're going to a funeral."

The JSU Foundation found itself in hot water earlier
in the year when an independent accountant discov-
ered administrators made thousands of dollars in unau-

thorized purchases using foundation credit cards. 
In the 2016 session, the Mississippi Legislature

passed Senate Bill 2629 to give JSU the authority to en-
ter the proposed public-private partnership, one of the
last required steps before development could begin.

Horhn said the foundation has acquired "a consider-
able amount of debt to assemble this property, and all of
a sudden we're at a standstill."
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Sen. John Horhn, D-Jackson, takes questions from reporters
and community members during a news conference Friday
regarding abandoned homes owned by the JSU Foundation. 

Members of the nearby St. Mark's Episcopal Church have
complained about an increase in illegal activity in the area due
to the roughly 20 to 25 abandoned homes, which includes an
old apartment complex. 

minister who are represented by Roberta Kaplan of the
Paul Weiss firm in New York. They also filed a brief in
the 5th Circuit, defending Reeves’ decision on the basis
that 1523 violates the Establishment Clause.

“Because this law endorses discrimination in the
name of religion, it violates the First Amendment’s pro-
hibition on government endorsement of religious be-
liefs and the Fourteenth Amendment’s guarantee of
equality before the law,” said McDuff, attorney for the
plaintiff, in a statement. “We hope and believe that the
appeals court will uphold the injunction we won in the
federal district court. The plaintiffs in our case repre-
sent the many thousands of Mississippians who oppose
this misguided law.”

In a 60-page opinion, Reeves said that, through HB
1523, the state grants privileges to people who hold cer-
tain moral convictions which “violates both the guaran-
tee of religious neutrality and the promise of equal pro-
tection of the laws."

But Bryant has said HB 1523 is a good law that was
democratically enacted and is perfectly constitutional.

"The district court’s decision is ripe for reversal and
we are confident that, as this case moves ahead, it will
be reversed," Bryant said. "The people of Mississippi
have the right to ensure that all of our citizens are free
to peacefully live and work without fear of being pun-
ished for their sincerely held beliefs. And as governor,
it is my duty to uphold my oath to defend the people of
Mississippi and the laws passed by those entrusted to
represent them."

HB 1523
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A rally against House Bill 1523 was held in July at the state
Capitol in Jackson, days after U.S. District Judge Carlton
Reeves banned the law from going into effect.

Ms. Stephanie Dorroh 
Ashley, 45, beloved mother 
of Hannah and Hallie Ashley 
of Eupora, MS passed away 
on December 14, 2016 
at NMMC in Eupora, MS. 
She was born to Elton and 
Diane Robinson Dorroh on 
February 4, 1971. She 
leaves behind her two 
daughters, Hannah and 
Hallie Ashley of Eupora, 
MS; her parents, Elton and 
Diane Robinson Dorroh; a 
brother, Stephen (Shea) 
Dorroh of Grenada, MS; 
maternal grandmother, 
Hallie Robinson of Eupora, 
MS; and paternal grandpar
ents, Mr. and Mrs. James S. 
Dorroh of Mathiston, MS. 
She is also survived by two

nephews, Seth and Shepard 
Dorroh; and a host of aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and friends. 
She is preceded in death 
by her maternal grand
father, Estel Robinson. 
Stephanie was a graduate 
of Eupora High School and 
Mississippi State University 
where she majored in Office 
Administration. She was a 
member of the Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church in Eupora.

Funeral services are 
Sunday, December 18th 
at 2:00 p.m. at Wise Reed 
Funeral Home Chapel in 
Eupora, MS with Bro. Hugh 
Bland officiating and as
sisted by Bro. Adam Berry. 
Burial will be in Calvary 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
with Bro. Wade Stevens 
of Mathiston, MS officiat
ing. Visitation will be held 
from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. on December 17 at 
Wise Reed Funeral Home. 
Pallbearers will be Lane 
Robinson, Joe Robinson, 
Andy Dorroh, Jesse Dorroh, 
Mitch Dorroh, Stan Dorroh, 
Chad Elkins, Shea Elkins, 
Matt Elkins, Brandon White, 
and Shedrick Shaw.


