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Bob Connolly is a community leader, trainer, and organizer 
whose company has helped religious and community organiza-
tions raise over a billion dollars during the past thirty-plus years. 
In this addition to ACTA’s popular community organizing series, 
he points out: “Money is an expression of our values—an expres-
sion of what we believe in, what is important to us, our self-in-
terest. I often tell people in my workshops: If you want to know 
what you really believe in, look in your checkbook. If you want 
to know what people value, don’t listen too much to what they 
say; trust and respect what they do—particularly with whatever 
money they have.”

For community organizations, especially, money provides in-
dependence. No one from the “outside” can set the agenda for an 
organization that can raise hard money.

In this invaluable and timely booklet, Connolly gives specific, 
practical, tried-and-true advice—laced with examples, humor, 
and stories—on how community organizations can raise on an 
ongoing basis the money they need to succeed. He succinctly 
covers the issues of recruiting and training the leadership; de-
veloping relationships with those inside and outside the orga-
nization; and choosing the best strategies to employ to insure 
the right “mix” of money for an organization. He gives a detailed 
outline of institutional dues, individual-donor campaigns, earned 
income, and endowments and bequests. He describes the art of 
making an “ask,” the need to develop “money radar,” and a few of 
his personal fundraising “nuggets” that can’t be found anywhere 
else. Topics include:

•	 Leadership	 •	Relationships
•	 Strategy	 •	Annual Individual-Donor Campaigns
•	 How to Make an “Ask” 	•	Developing Your Money Radar 

Bob Connolly and his wife Lynn live in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In retirement, Bob is on 
the Strategy Teams for Metro IAF and Common 
Ground. He voluntarily conducts his “How to 
Raise Money for Anything” seminar for IAF 
affiliates throughout the country/world. He can 
be reached at bconnolly@jamescompany.com.
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“	Bob Connolly breaks down the problem of raising 
money and turns it into a series of manageable 
issues.” 

—Mike Gecan, author of 
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