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USM eyes
bowl win
Golden Eagles face
Louisiana-Lafayette in New
Orleans Bowl. Sports, 1C

The little warriors at Oak Grove Pri-
mary near Hattiesburg are used to atten-
tion. With a B-rating and model school
recognition from the Mississippi Arts
Commission, it’s not unusual for the stu-
dent body of 783 to receive visitors.

So it’s unlikely that the pupils chatting
with Rebecca Sibilia during her visit this
week viewed her as anything more than
another smiling observer.

But as the founder of an education
firm hired to propose recommendations
for a rewrite of the state’s education
funding formula — Sibilia is anything
but. The CEO of the New Jersey-based
EdBuild, a private nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to school funding reform,
wields an influential voice concerning

the future of public education in Missis-
sippi. 

With EdBuild's proposals expected
within the next two weeks, it's a voice
that some stakeholders have expressed
they wished they had heard more from.
Aside from a joint meeting of the educa-
tion committees, the organization has
held only one public forum — and even
then the occasion was dedicated to feed-
back, not questions from attendees —
raising the concern of whether enough 

EdBuild won’t call for less money 
Firm sheds some light on funding formula proposal 
BRACEY HARRIS
THE CLARION-LEDGER
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Rebecca Sibilia, CEO of EdBuild, left, and her staff listen during a public comment forum earlier
this year in Jackson on funding the state's public schools. See EdBuild, Page 4A
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Technology, equity: What EdBuild will
look at, 4A

Individuals and groups opposed to
Mississippi's House Bill 1523 religious
objections to gay marriage legislation
have asked the U.S. 5th Circuit Court
of Appeals to allow U.S. District Judge
Carlton Reeves' decision banning the
law from taking effect to stand.

Gov. Phil Bryant, using private law-
yers, appealed Reeves' June 30 ruling
banning the law from taking effect
July 1. A group of Mississippi minis-
ters, community leaders, civic activ-
ists and a Hattiesburg church who
filed the first lawsuit challenging
House Bill 1523 on grounds that it vio-
lates the principle of the separation of
church and state, filed their court
briefs Friday opposing Bryant’s ap-
peal.

Mississippi Attorney General Jim
Hood refused to file an appeal on be-
half of the state, saying the law was un-
constitutional.

Bryant's attorneys argued in the ap-
peal that the law "gives the opponents
of same-sex marriage the same con-
scientious-objector protections that
federal law confers on the opponents
of warfare, abortion, capital punish-
ment and physician-assisted suicide." 

Those opposed to House Bill 1523
say Mississippi's religious objections
law would allow government officials
and private businesses, individuals
and medical and social service agen-
cies to discriminate against Mississip-
pians based on religious and so-called
“moral” objections to the existence of
transgender people, marriages of
same-sex couples and non-marital sex-
ual relationships.

This broad collection of plaintiffs,
which includes gay, lesbian, transgen-
der and hetrosexual Mississippians,
has been represented by longtime civil
rights lawyer Rob McDuff of Jackson,
and by the Mississippi Center for Jus-
tice. They were joined by Lambda Le-
gal attorneys for purposes of the ap-
peal. 

The initial case, filed by 12 Missis-
sippians and a Hattiesburg church, is
known as Barber v. Bryant. Another
case, filed a week after the Barber
case, is known as Campaign for South-
ern Equality v. Bryant. Plaintiffs in
that case include the Campaign for
Southern Equality and a Hattiesburg 

Groups ask
court to
keep ban 
on HB 1523
They filed briefs Friday
opposing Bryant’s appeal
JIMMIE E. GATES
THE CLARION-LEDGER

See HB 1523, Page 6A

Several run-down, abandoned struc-
tures outside Jackson State University's
campus in west Jackson are the result of
stalled progress on a proposed dormito-
ry.

For some of the school's 2016 gradu-
ates, the blight just off their campus is all
they've known, because the issue has
persisted on the property for four years.

State Sen. John Horhn, D-Jackson,
said the student housing proposal, a $65
million to $75 million private-public
partnership, wouldn't have cost the uni-
versity a dime, but Institutions for High-
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A collapsed, abandoned home sits on the corner of Canal and Poindexter streets Friday. St. Mark's Episcopal Church is positioned next door to 20
to 25 abandoned homes owned by the JSU Foundation. Members of the church and community members want the buildings gone, which they
say have sparked an increase in illegal activity in the area. 

Clean it up now
Neighbors frustrated
with blight as JSU 
plans for property stall

ANNA WOLFE
THE CLARION-LEDGER

The Rev. Luther Ott, center, of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, speaks Friday during a news
conference regarding the abandoned homes. See Property, Page 6A


