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September 21, 2016






Dear

We are faith and community leaders representing local non-partisan community organizations in twenty-two states and the District of Columbia.  These local organizations are a partnership between local community institutions and the Industrial Areas Foundation, the nation’s oldest and largest network of organizers.

For over twenty-two years our network has been engaged in developing local citizens organizations in Louisiana.  Today our sister organizations represent over 250 institutions spread across the state with over 250,000 members.  Together Baton Rouge, Northern and Central Louisiana Interfaith and our state network, Together Louisiana have been assisting in the immediate response to the floods but are also working with Gov. John Bel Edwards and his staff and our congressional delegation to deal with the recovery, both immediate and long-term.

We need your immediate assistance in seeking support for a bi-partisan request for a $2.6 billion dollar appropriation of Community Development block grant funds for Housing and Infrastructure Repair.   $1.3 billion of the requests will be for Housing and $1.3 billion for Infrastructure.  Gov. John Bel Edwards made this request to President Obama and it has been included in the President’s Continuing Resolution request.  It has the support of the entire Louisiana Delegation.  This request will need to be acted on immediately.  These funds will supplement FEMA Funds that are already in motion and will allow the state to address the historic magnitude of the loss and destruction caused by these floods.

Attached to this letter is a briefing from Gov. Edwards regarding the magnitude of crisis that has hit Louisiana.  The Summary also includes other federal aid that will be needed to address these historic floods.  It is important to note that some of this is already in progress.

Thank your for your consideration and support.  Our leaders will be in touch with your staff immediately to follow-up on this request.
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LOUISIANA CONGRESSIONAL FLOOD BRIEFING

Flooding Events.
The August flooding event was the largest weather event in a generation, with the National Weather Service designating “1,000-year” rainfall levels occurring over a 48-hour period. Based on rainfall accumulations, an unprecedented 4 trillion gallons of rain fell across southern Louisiana, the equivalent to the amount of water discharged by the Mississippi River into the Gulf of Mexico over the course of 80 days. Numerous waterways reached record flood levels, with extensive flooding outside the FEMA special flood hazard zones.

Louisiana experienced severe storms and flooding events in both March and August 2016. In March, more than 29,000 homes were damaged or destroyed; damage from the August floods impacted over 60,000 homes, and that number is expected to rise as high as 150,000 as Individual Assistance registrations and inspections continue. 

Economic Impact.
Louisiana Economic Development (LED) partnered with Louisiana State University (LSU) to conduct an assessment of economic damages resulting from the August 2016 Louisiana flooding event, with primary economic damages consisting of a loss of economic activity, property damages to residences, businesses, and damage to governmental infrastructure. 

Key details are:

· At the peak, 19,900 Louisiana businesses or roughly 20% of all Louisiana businesses were disrupted by the flooding event. 
· A disruption of 278,500 workers or 14% of the Louisiana workforce occurred at the peak of the flooding event.
· An economic loss is estimated at roughly $300 million in labor productivity and $836 million in terms of value added during the period immediately surrounding the flood.
· Approximately 6,000 businesses experienced flooding. 
· Over 109,000 housing units flooded in Louisiana. Of these units, just over 77,000 were owner occupied homes, 22,000 were renter occupied units, and roughly 10,000 were vacant units.
· Residential property damage to structures is estimated to be between $3.5 and $7.4 billion. 
· The LSU Ag Center estimates Louisiana agricultural losses of over $110 million.
· Over 90,000 automobiles were damaged with just over 60,000 insured with almost $380 million in damages.

Federal Relief.
I have communicated to President Obama (letters enclosed) and the Louisiana Congressional Delegation our request for assistance to rebuild Louisiana after the March and August flooding events. I ask that you carefully consider our request for assistance, which is broadly outlined as follows: 

1) Community Development Block Grant. The sense of resiliency of the people of Louisiana is strong despite the devastation of the March and August flooding events. With a fragile state budget and millions in residential, commercial, and infrastructure damages, a significant gap will exist between available funds and the cost to rebuild. I ask that Congress support a supplemental appropriation of $2 billion in Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds. Without an appropriation of CDBG-DR funds, many neighborhoods and communities will not be able to recover. 

2) Hazard Mitigation Funds. This “1,000-year” flooding event will not result in the issuance of new flood maps, nor will the homes and businesses not in flood zones need to be elevated. This confirmation by FEMA Administrator Fugate will allow the state to focus on large scale and community based mitigation projects, such as the Comite River Diversion Project. I ask that Congress support the state’s request to allocate $125 million to the Army Corps of Engineers to construct this critical flood protection project. 

3) FHWA Emergency Highway Funding.  To help Louisiana respond to this disaster, the Emergency Relief funding backlog must be cleared. By clearing this $724 million backlog, Louisiana would be able to receive $14 million from the March 2016 flood and up to $25 million for this most recent flood to assist our state in addressing critical infrastructure needs. 

4) Social Services Disaster Block Grant. The state’s historic floods are expected to take a toll on the mental health of Louisiana’s citizens, whether directly or indirectly affected by the disasters. The disruption in child care services across the state has placed pressure on the price of these services, making it more challenging for parents to secure quality child care for their children at an affordable cost. Further, hundreds of children and families served by our state were displaced as a result of having their homes destroyed or damaged due to floodwaters. The state of Louisiana will seek $100 million in Social Services Disaster Block Grant funding to support the social services needs of our local communities.  

5) Tax Relief. I ask for your support in providing tax incentives and relief for the families impacted by the March and August flooding events. Such measures that should be considered include expanded low-income housing tax credits, increased rehabilitation tax credits to help restore commercial buildings, employer provided housing incentives, and below-market mortgages in the disaster areas, to name a few. 
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OFFICE of the GOVERNOR
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